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Tribute to a ‘quiding light’ gets worldwide audience

When Charfie Underwood died he left behind a partly-finished book. His children were not sure what to do with it until Adrian, the youngest, had an idea. Sheena Grant reports

IKE most sons, Adrian
Underwood 1s flercaly proud of
his father. Charlle Underwood
worked long hours holding down
four jobs so that he and his wife
could give thelr s1xX sons a better 1ife.

One of those jobs was attendant of
Orfordness Lighthouse, a post he held
for almost 20 years and for which he was
awardad the MBE. He was also a part-
time firefighter in his home village of
Orford and a plant attendant at the
Atomic Research
Establishment (AWRE) on Orfordness,

In between those three
rolkes he somehow managed tofltina
fourh job, as a painter and decorator
and dolng small housa repairs.

Work and family 1ife didn't leave
much time for anything elss, but Charlle
had another Interest.

His lowe of local history and the
lighthouse with which he was so
Intimately connected led him to write a
book, The Greas Light, an account of
Orfordness and 1ts lighthouses,

He was In the process of writing
another, th)s time about the village of
Orford and his 1¥e there, when he died
suddenly In 1867, The unfinished work
saemed destined never to sse the light
of day.

But Adrian, 40, the youngest of
Charlle’s children, who 1S an engineer
for a moblle phone y and now
1ives and works In Dublin with hls wife
and two young children, had other ideas.

With the agreement of his brothers he
embarked on a labour of love, putting
together a webstte dadicated to his
father and his home

As well as photographs of the area,
‘Orford Piece’ contalns an
addendum to The Grea¢ Light and My
Orford’, the book Charlle was working
on when he d¥ed.

The orlginal webslte went online
about three years ago but has this
year been redeveloped and launched In a
new format.

“I feel that it s a fitting tribute to the
man Iam proud to call dad,” sald
Adrian. “To me and my flve brothers
he was, and always will be, our

gulding light.

My Orford s a personal cherished
history for the Underwood family but i
carrles a meaning beyond that: 8s an

1953 FLOODS

ONS morning 218t January
1653 | was working, with others, on
the low lying marshes at Gedgrave. A
gale had been blowing for two days
and the water had lapped over the top
of the river bank at high tide.
That night came the worst disaster the
country had known In peace time, It
has gone down In history as the night
of the East Coast Floods. A terrific
gale held up the water In the North
Sea, this, combinad with a spring tkle
caused massive from
Uncolnshire to Kent. 307 lost
thelr lives, as did thousands of cattle,
sheep, pigs and poultry. 32,000 people
were evacuated from thelr homes and
1,000 miles of coastiine were flooded.
Orford did not have any casualties,
but many homes were flooded.
At Gedgrave the river banks gave way
under the welght of wind and water,
breachee hundreds of yards long
appeared. The water swept over the
land, flooding some houses

at Gedgrave before reaching Quay
Street where It entered houses
causing flooding to a depth of over
two feet.
An American family Iiving In Quay
Street were marooned In their
bungalow. Ralph Brinkley waded

the flood water taking each of
the three chiidren, one at a time, from
thelr parents and handed them to
helpers on the road. They slept
happily on while this took
place. Their father then carried his
wife to safety.
Meanwhile, there were two
Alr Ministry security policamen on the
Island, Reg Partridge and Vic Brinkley
mounted a rescue operation.T
with others they went down river In
Reg's motor boat and then up Stony
Ditch. It was a hazardous journey In

gale force wind with large pleces of
debris floating everywhere. They
eventually located the policemen,
MMIM Blll Riches on the
roofs of two separate bulldings. Reg
took one rowing boat and Vic took the
cther and succeeded In bringing both
policemen to the motor boat. They

then retraced the hazardous ourney
back to the quay. For thelr herolc
mmaoammmm
Vic was awarded the Queen's
cqnmmnmory.
The local fire brigade, of which | was a
member, were called out at daybreak
andowim]obmtnnwuol
disabled man and his daughter by
getting them out of a bedroom
window. We then spent the rest of the
day pumping the salt water from the
homes In Quay street and going to
Butiey to pump out the grain pits at
Butiey MIll.
Hundreds of acres of low lying land
from Iken to the Town Marsh (now the
car park) In Quay street and from
Gedgrave to Quay street were under
water. Cattle at Gedgrave which had
been grazing In the flooded area had
been swept away, some were drowned
but several were marooned on the
Munnndmnumw
landing craft.
Hundreds of sheep which had been
on the Island were drowned.
The task of plugging breaches In the
river banks and getting rid of the fiood
water looked tremendous when we
started work on the Monday morning.
A crude shelter made of straw bales
was erected and the women who
worked on the farm made tea
continually throughout the very
cold days.
Work started on removing the water
from the vast area affected. Six of us
led by our employer, Sir Peter
Greenwell, worked one
night digging a trench and laying
pipes through the river bank to make
a sluice. Massive pumpe were moved
In and worked day and night pumping
the flood water Into the river.
All these activities took place during
\mycoldmdomawncomm
and went on for several weeks.
When the flood water had been
cleared the massive task of rdding
the land of the salt which had been
began. It took years to get
the land back to normal.
W Extract from My Orford

authoritative local and soctal history for
the rest of us to dip into and learn from.
There are on the castle, the
church, life at the local school In the
1930s, Orfordness, the village In war
time and In the post-war period as well

‘A SHINING LIGHT": Adrian Underwood, nset lsit, and his father Charlle, Inast right, who was the attendant of Orfordness Lighthouse for aimost 20 years Photographs: JOHN KERR AND CONTRIBUTED

POST-WAR ORFORD

UPON my release from the RAF on 8th
April 1845 | obtained a job on the
m.“@m.“m

he wrote was a fitting tribute to
him as a father to the six of us. It was
read out at his funeral because it seemed
80 pertnent.”

Queen’s Birthday Honours List for more  from Adrian, the others have ended up In
than 28 years sarvice. He collected his Lancashire, Norfolk and Australla.
award from Prince Charles at an “As well as a tribute to dad I wantad
Investiture at Buckingham Palace In the webste tO be ssen by local people and

SCHOOL DAYS ORFORD NESS

as the devastating 16853 floods, the fire In that exocerpt Charlle recalls how on =~ December the same year. for my children to have as a reference MY first recollection was when AT the outbreak of war the Island was Hall which were part of Sir Peter
sarvice and one cccasion be worked a shift at AWRE, “I think the l\ghhouse held a special m;,mm-sm“Imm | was only two years old. | remember again used as an experimental station, Greenwell's estate. Sir Peter had by
Charlle’s 11fe went to the lighthouse for hisdafly visit  plaoce in dad’s heart,” sald Adrian. “He children )t has got me thinking about my being taken by my mother In a not as an airfield but for gunnery and this time been repatriated from the
“There was a and then continued paintinga housahe  took over from the last keeper of the own I think dad would pushehalr, In ¢ with some ammunition trials and alrcraft were prisoner-of-war camp.
lot more was on when the fire siren lighthouse when it became automated have been pleased I have done 1t.” other mothers and children to the the village and taken Farming at this time was stlll labour
Infor mation sounded and he turned out to ablaze: all  and he was there for so long,” M Adrian’s webslte can be found at bottom of the first hill past Mill to the Island to be fired at with varlous Intensive; about 10 of us were cycling
dad was four jobts In one day In 1862, he even gulded tours  wwworfordplece.com Fleld & known as Me guns and ammunition. They were to Gedgrave from the village and there
planning to “The point of Yt all was to gve our sons  of the lighthouse to mark its bicentenary HIll to watch the arrival of a Royal brought on 80-foot long articulated was a further seven or elght who lived
put into the adecent upbringing, an tmproved way of It was before the National Trust had Horse Artlllery detachment as they low loaders known as Queen Marys, In the tied Some horses
book but 13, better than we had had,” he wrote, “I  taken over the 10-mile long shingle spit entered Sudbourne Hall park the fuselage and wing stubs on one were stlll being used although the use
unfortunately have been told by one of niy sons thathe  and there was noroutine public acosss as ' through an entrance between the and the wings on ancther. When a of the tractor was Increasing.
he dXin't get would have 11ked to see more of mebut  there is today 3 G. a trees. | was later told that this Stirling bomber was In there The com was cut with a binder which
around to it,” he realises why I did all the work. Adrian named the website Orford Plece ; R happened In 1926 on the occasion wag some difficulty in getting It past cut and tied the com Into bundies
sald Adrian. J “LockIng back In later years my wife  because he grew up in a road called of the General Strike when the the King's Head where the road was called sheaves. We would then pick up
“However, < and I sometimes wondered if 1t was Nightingale Plece In the village. Army were deployed to strategic very narrow, there arow of the sheaves, tuck one under each arm
thelast -~ worthwhile, the Jong hours I was “I have named my house In Ireland positions around the country. houses at that time with a and stand them up with the bottoms  ere ploughed up using crawler

. part time jobs she did tn addition to
% bringing up six sons. Then we
, would

| 1ook at the boys, each successful
% Inhis chosen career and know

that we did the right thing.”
| Charlle Underwood retired

Ovford Plece as well and it seemed the
right name for the website: 1t’s my plece
of Orford while Iam awsay” he sa)l.

“I Just felt that my dad was such a
brilliant father to all of us and very
nspirational, cons Xering we grew
upmacouncllhoummasmm

village In Suffolk. The hard work he and

I started achool In 1929,

During the winter months the
achool was heated by a fireplace In
each classroom, the teacher's desk
'lﬁlw. nearest the fire and the
puplis at the back of the class did
not get much benefit from the fire
and sometimes had to wear

telegraph pole to complicate It further.
We always tried to get something off
these planes as a souvenir and on this
occasion my brother Jack acquired
four large bolts. Later he heard that

8 were being made over the
loss of the wing boits and the police

were being brought In. That night after

about a foot apart and the ears
leaning together. Eight or 10 pairs
were stood together to form a stook,
known locally as a shock.The alr
could then fiow through the stook to
dry the straw before It was taken on
trallers to the stack yard.

Farming methods started to

tractors to pull the plough through the
heavy soll.

With the Increase In mechanisation
advances mnuoobolngmw.on
the chemical side of farming. As new
artificlal fertilisers were developed to
wtmu:dmpn.mmmm
loudopondoﬁoo livestock to

from his job &s attendant of my mother put in have stood us greatcoats and mittens to dark, Jack quietly returned the boits to fairly quickly during the early post-war the organic manure which
. Orfordness Lighthouse in 1964 I good stead.” keep warm. the quay. years, acres of marshiand, previously  paq paen used hitherto.
at the age of 70, & year after All of the brothers have now left M Extract from My Onord M Extract from My Orford used for grazing and hay making, W Extract from My Ovford

recelving the MBE In the

Orfiord; two still 1ive In Suffolk but, s




